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Apostolic Letter of His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, to the Mexican Epis- 
copate, dated March 28, 1937. As issued by the 
N.C. W. C. News Service. 


VENERABLE BRETHREN, HEALTH AND APOSTOLIC BENEDIC- 

TION: 

There is well known to Us, Venerable Brethren—and it 
is a great cause of consolation for Our paternal heart—your 
constancy, that of your priests and of the great part of the 
Mexican faithful, in ardently professing the Catholic Faith 
and in opposing the impositions of those who, ignoring the 
divine excellence of the religion of Jesus Christ and knowing 
it only through the calumnies of its enemies, delude them- 
selves that they are not able to accomplish reforms for the 
good of the people except by combating the religion of the 
great majority. But unfortunately, the enemies of God and 
Christ have succeeded in overcoming many lukewarm and 
timid souls who, although they adore God in the intimacy 
of their consciences, nevertheless, either through human re- 
spect or through fear of earthly evils, have become, at least 
materially, cooperators in the de-Christianization of a people 
that owes to religion its greatest glories. 

In contrast to these apostasies and weaknesses, which 
afflict Us profoundly, there appears to Us all the more praise- 
worthy and meritorious the resistance to evil, the practice of 
Christian life and the frank profession of faith by those most 
numerous Faithful whom you, Venerable Brethren, and with 
you your clergy, illuminate and guide with pastoral strength 
no less than with the splendid example of your life. This 
consoles Us in the midst of Our sorrow, and engenders in Us 
the hope for better days for the Mexican Church, which, re- 
animated by so much heroism and sustained by the prayers 
and sacrifices of so many elect souls, cannot perish, even 
more, it must flourish again more vigorously and more 
luxuriously. 
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Words of Encouragement 


And precisely to revive your confidence in Divine Aid, 
and to encourage you to continue in the practice of a fervent 
Christian life, We address this letter to you, and We avail 
ourselves of this occasion to remind you how, under the pres- 
ent difficult circumstances, the most efficacious means for a 
Christian restoration are—and also among you—above all 
the holiness of priests, and in the second place the correct 
formation of the laity in order that they may be capable of 
cooperating fruitfully in the Apostolate of the Hierarchy, so 
much more necessary in Mexico both because of the vast- 
ness of the territory and because of other circumstances 
known to all. 

Our thought, therefore, is fixed in the first place on those 
who must be the light that illuminates, the salt. which con- 
serves, the good leaven which penetrates the entire mass of 
the Faithful: We mean your priests, In truth, We know 
how tenaciously and at the cost of how many sacrifices you 
care for the selection and increase of sacerdotal vocations, in 
the midst of all sorts of difficulties, well persuaded as you 
are thus to provide the solution of a vital problem, truly the 
most vital of all the problems relating to the future of the 
Church. In view of the almost absolute impossibility of 
having in your own country well-ordered and tranquil semi- 
naries, you have found in this city an ample and gracious 
refuge in the South American Pio Latino College, which has 
formed and continues to form in science and virtue so many 
worthy priests and which, for its precious work, is particu- 
larly dear to Us. But since in many cases it has been im- 
possible to send your students to Rome, you have worked 
solicitously to find an asylum in the hospitality of a great 
neighboring nation. 


Expression of Gratitude 

In congratulating you on this praiseworthy initiative, 
which is already becoming a consoling reality, We again ex- 
press Our gratitude to all those who have so generously 
tendered you hospitality and assistance. And with paternal 
‘instinct We remind you again on this occasion of Our pre- 
cise wish that you make known and explain suitably, not 
only to the clerics, but to all your priests, Our Encyclical Ad 
Catholici Sacerdotii, which explains Our thoughts on this, 
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the gravest and most important among the grave and impor- 
tant subjects treated by Us. 

The Mexican priests thus formed according to the Heart 
of Jesus Christ will feel that in the actual conditions of their 
country (of which We spoke in Our Apostolic Letter Paterna 
Sane Solicitudo of February 2, 1926)—which are so similar 
to those of the early times of the Church, when the Apostles 
appealed for the collaboration of the laity—it would be very 
difficult to reconquer for Christ so many misguided souls 
without the providential assistance which the laity give by 
means of Catholic Action. More so since at times grace pre- 
pares among them generous souls ready to develop most 
fruitful activity if they encounter a learned and holy clergy 
capable of understanding and guiding them. 

Therefore, to the Mexican priests, who have dedicated 
their lives to the service of Jesus Christ, of the Church and 
of souls—to these We direct Our first and warmest appeal, 
that they will generously second Our and your solicitude for 
the progress of Catholic Action, dedicating to it their best 
efforts and most opportune diligence. The methods of an 
effective collaboration of the laity with your action will never 
be lacking if the priests will devote themselves with care- 
ful attention to cultivating the Christian people by means 
of .wise spiritual direction and careful religious instructions, 
not diluted in vain discourses, but nourished with sound doc- 
trine taken from Holy Scripture and full of unction and of 
force. 

Holy Apostolate 

It is true that not all understand fully the necessity of 
this holy apostolate of the laity, although from Our first 
Encyclical, Ubi Arcano Dei, We declared that this appertains 
undeniably to the pastoral ministry and to Christian life. 
But since, as We have already indicated, We are addressing 
Ourselves to pastors who must regain a sorely tried and to a 
certain extent dispersed flock, today more than ever before 
We recommended that you make use of those secular people 
to whom, as living stones of the Holy House of God, St. 
Peter attributes a profound dignity which makes them in a 
certain manner participants in a holy and regal priesthood 
(1 Peter ii. 9). 

In fact, every Christian conscious of his dignity and his 
responsibility as a son of the Church and a member of the 
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Mystical Body of Christ—Multi Unum Corpus Sumus in 
Christo Singuli Autem Alter Alterius Membra (So we being 
many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one 
of another) (Romans xii. 5)—cannot do less than recognize 
that between the members of this body there must exist a 
reciprocal communication of life and solidarity of interests. 
Hence the duty of each in the order of life and the increase 
of the whole organism in aedificationem Corporis Christi; 
hence the efficacious contribution of each member toward 
the glorification of the Head and of His Mystical Body 
(Ephesians iv. 12-16). 

From these clear and simple principles, what consoling 
deductions, what luminous directives arise for many souls 
still uncertain and diffident, but desirous of orientating their 
ardor! What incitements to contribute to the spread of the 
Kingdom of Christ and to the salvation of souls! 


Fruit of Organization 


Nevertheless, it is evident that the apostolate thus under- 
stood does not come from a purely natural impulse to action, 
but is the fruit of a solid interior formation: it is the neces- 
sary expansion of an intense love of Jesus Christ and of souls 
redeemed by His Precious Blood, which is actuated by study- 
ing to imitate His life of prayer, of sacrifice, of inextinguish- 
able zeal. This imitation of Christ will excite multiple forms 
of apostolate in every field, wherever souls are in danger or 
the rights of the Divine King compromised; it will extend to 
all the works of the apostolate, which in any manner enter 
into the divine mission of the Church, and consequently 
will penetrate not only the soul of each individual, but also 
into the sanctuary of the family, the school and even public 
life. 

But the magnitude of the work must not cause you to 
preoccupy yourselves more than the number of collaborators 
than with the quality. Following the example of the Divine 
Master, who wished to precede the few years of His apos- 
tolic work with a long preparation, and limited Himself to 
forming in the Apostolic College not many but select instru- 
ments for the future conquest of the world, so you also, Ven- 
erable Brethren, should care first of all for the supernatural 
formation of your directors and propagandists, without being 
too much preoccupied or grieved because at the beginning 
they form but a pusillus grex (Luke xii. 32). 
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And since We know that you are already working in this 
direction, We express to you Our satisfaction that you have 
already scrupulously selected and carefully formed good 
collaborators, who with word and example will bring the fer- 
vor of the Christian life and the Christian apostolate into 
the dioceses and the parishes. This, your work, will cer- 
tainly succeed in being solid and deep, averse to publicity, 
tumult, noisy forms, working in silence, even without very 
apparent or immediate fruit; after the manner of the seed, 
which, in the apparent repose beneath the soil, prepares the 
new vigorous plant. 


Spiritual Formation 


On the other hand, the spiritual formation and the inte- 
rior life fostered in these your collaborators, will put them 
on their guard against dangers and possible deviations. 
Keeping in mind the ultimate aim of Catholic Action, which 
is the sanctification of souls, according to the Gospel pre- 
cept: Seek ye first the Kingdom of God (Luke xii. 31), you 
will not run the risk of sacrificing principles for immediate 
and secondary ends, and that supreme end will never be for- 
gotten to which must be subordinated even social and eco- 
nomic works and charitable undertakings. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ taught us this with example; be- 
cause when in the ineffable tenderness of His Divine Heart 
which make Him exclaim: I have compassion on the multi- 
tude. . . . And if I shall send them away fasting to their 
home, they will faint in the way (Mark viii. 2 to 3), He 
healed the infirmities of the body and came to the assistance 
of temporal needs, He had the supreme end of His mission 
always in view, that is, the glory of His Father and the 
eternal salvation of souls. 

The so-called social works, in the meantime, are not to 
escape the activities of Catholic Action, inasmuch as they 
aim at putting into practice the principles of justice and 
charity, and inasmuch as they are means of approaching the 
multitudes; since often souls are not reached except through 
the relief of corporal miseries and economic needs. And this 
We, Ourselves, as did Our predecessor of blessed memory, 
Leo XIII, recommended several times. But it is also true 
that, if Catholic Action has the duty of preparing men fit to 
direct such works, and of pointing out the principles which 
must guide, with the norms and the directions drawn from 











218 MEXICO’S RELIGIOUS SITUATION 





the genuine sources of Our Encyclicals, it must not neverthe- 
less assume the responsibility in that part which is purely 
technical, financial, economic, which is outside its compe- 
tency and outside its purpose. 

Facing the frequent accusations made against the Church, 
that it is indifferent to social problems, or incapable of solv- 
ing them, do not desist from proclaiming that only the teach- 
ing and the work of the Church, assisted as it is by its Di- 
vine Founder, can furnish a remedy for the very grave ills 
which burden humanity. It is for you then (as you have 
already shown your wish to do) to draw from these fruitful 
principles the certain norms to solve the grave social ques- 
tions with which your country is struggling today, which are, 
for example, the agrarian problem, the reduction of the Jati- 
fundia (large landed estates), the improvement of the liv- 
ing conditions of the working men and their families. 


Social Justice 


Thus, while saving the essence of the primary and funda- 
mental rights, such as the right of ownership, remember that 
at times the common good imposes restrictions on such rights 
as a recourse more frequent than in the past to the applica- 
tions of social justice. As a protection for the dignity of the 
human being, it may be necessary at times to denounce and 
to blame boldly unjust and unworthy living conditions; at 
the same time, however, care must be taken to guard against 
either making violence legitimate with the pretext of applying 
a remedy to the ills of the people, or admitting and favoring 
those rapid and violent changes of temporal conditions of 
society which may lead to effects that are more harmful than 
the evil itself which is intended to be corrected. 

This intervention in the social question will bring you 
likewise to occupy yourselves with the lot of so many poor 
workingmen who too easily become the prey of de-Christianiz- 
ing propaganda, with the mirage of economic advantages pre- 
sented to them as a reward for their apostasy from God and 
from His Church. If you truly love the laborer (and you 
must love him because his conditions of life approach nearer 
to those of the Divine Master), you must assist him mate- 
rially and religiously. Materially, bringing about in his favor 
the practice not only of commutative justice but also of so- 
cial justice, that is, all those provisions which aim at relieving 
the condition of the proletarian; and then, religiously, giving 
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him again the religious comforts without which he will strug- 
gle in a materialism that brutalizes him and degrades him. 


Duty Toward Peasants 


No less grave and no less urgent is another duty: that of 
the religious and economic assistance of the campesinos 
(peasants), and in general of that not small portion of your 
sons forming the population, mostly agricultural, of the In- 
dians. There are millions of souls, they too redeemed by 
Christ, entrusted by Him to your care and for whom He will 
some day ask you to render an account; there are millions 
of individual men often in such sad and miserable living con- 
ditions that they have not even that minimum of well-being 
indispensable to protect their very dignity as men. We con- 
jure you, Venerable Brethren, in the bosom of the charity of 
Christ to have particular care for these children, to encour- 
age your clergy to devote themselves with ever-increasing 
zeal to their assistance, and to interest the whole Mexican 
Catholic Action in this work of moral and material redemp- 
tion. 

Nor can We fail to mention a duty which in these recent 
times is ever increasing in importance: the assistance for 
Mexicans who have emigrated to other countries, who, torn 
away from their country and their traditions, more easily 
become prey to the insidious propaganda of the emissaries 
seeking to induce them to apostatize from their Faith. An 
arrangement with your zealous confreres of the United 
States of America will bring about a more diligent and or- 
ganized care on the part of the local clergy and will assure 
for the Mexican emigrants those social and economic provi- 
sions which are so well developed in the Church in the 
United States. 

Tasks of Catholic Action 


If Catholic Action cannot neglect the most humble and 
the most needy classes, of the laborers, of the peasants, of 
the emigrants, it has in other fields no less grave and in- 
escapable duties; among other things it must occupy itself 
solicitously with the students who some day will have, as 
professional men and women, a great influence in society and 
will perhaps hold public offices. To the practice of the Chris- 
tian religion, to the formation of character and the Chris- 
tian conscience, which are fundamental elements for all the 
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Faithful, you must associate a special and correct educa- 
tion and intellectual preparation, supported by Christian 
philosophy—that is, that philosophy which was truthfully 
called perennial philosophy. Today, in fact, a solid and 
adequate religious instruction seems still more necessary in 
view of the tendency, always more generalized, of modern 
life toward externals, the repugnance toward and difficulty 
of reflection and recollection, and the propensity, even in the 
spiritual life, to allow sentiment rather than reason to be 
guide. 

We ardently desire that you carry out among yourselves, 
at least to the degree possible and adapting the instruction 
to particular conditions, to the necessities and possibilities 
of your country, that which Catholic Action is so well doing 
in other countries for cultural formation and to assure that 
religious instruction should hold an intellectual primacy 
among students and educated Catholics. 

The university students who are actively engaged in 
Catholic Action give Us great hope for a better future for 
Mexico, and We do not doubt that they will fulfil Our 
hopes. It is evident that they are a part, and an important 
part, of this Catholic Action which is so close to Our heart, 
whatever be the forms of its organization, since these depend 
in great part on local conditions and circumstances which 
vary from region to region. These university students not 
only afford, as We have said, the most valid hopes for a bet- 
ter tomorrow, but even today can render effective service to 
the Church and to the country, by the apostolate which 
they carry on among their companions as well as by supply- 
ing the various branches and various organizations of Cath- 
olic Action with capable and enlightened directors. 


Care of Children 


The special conditions of your country oblige Us to re- 
call the necessary, obligatory, inescapable, care of the chil- 
dren, whose innocence is ensnared, whose education and 
Christian formation is thus so sorely tried. Two grave pre- 
cepts are imposed on all Catholic Mexicans: the one nega- 
tive, that is, to keep the children as far away as possible from 
the impious and corruptive school; the other positive, to give 
them complete and accurate religious instruction and the 
necessary assistance to maintain their spiritual life. Regard- 
ing the first point, a grave and delicate one, We recently 
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took occasion to manifest Our thoughts. As regards religious 
instruction, although We know with what insistence you 
yourselves have recommended it to your priests and to your 
Faithful, yet We repeat that, this being one of the most im- 
portant and capital problems of the Mexican Church today, 
it is necessary that what is so laudably practiced in some 
dioceses today should be extended to all the others, in such a 
manner that the priests and members of Catholic Action ap- 
ply themselves with all ardor and at cost of any sacrifice to 
conserve for God and the Church these little ones, for whom 
the Divine Saviour has shown such predilection. 

The future of these younger generations (We repeat it 
with all the anguish of Our paternal heart) awakens in Us 
the most urgent solicitude and the most lively anxiety. We 
know to how many perils the children and youth are ex- 
posed, today more than ever, everywhere, but particularly in 
Mexico, where an immoral and anti-religious press implants 
in their hearts the seeds of apostasy from Jesus Christ. To 
remedy such grave evil and defend your youth from these 
perils, it is necessary that every legal means be taken and 
every form of organization be put in motion, as for example, 
the Leagues of Fathers of Families and the morality and vigi- 
lance committees for publications and censorship of the 
cinema. 

. Regarding the individual defense of children and youths, 
We know, from reports which reach Us from all over the 
world, that activity in the ranks of Catholic Action consti- 
tutes the best protection against the strategems of evil, the 
most efficacious training ground in Christian strength. 
These youths, enraptured with the beauty of the Christian 
ideal, sustained by the Divine Help which is assured by 
prayer and the Sacraments, will dedicate themselves with 
ardor and joy to the conquest of the souls of their compan- 
ions, gathering consoling harvests of good. 


Salvation of Mexico 


In this We have another proof that in view of the grave 
problems of Mexico, it must not be said that Catholic Ac- 
tion holds a place of secondary importance. If ever this 
institution, which is the educator of consciences and the 
former of moral qualities, were set aside in favor of another 
extrinsic work of whatsoever species, even if it were a case 
of defending necessary religious and civil liberty, it would be 
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a sad mistake; because the salvation of Mexico, as of all 
human society, lies above all in the eternal and immutable 
evangelical doctrine and in the sincere practice of Christian 
morals. 

For the rest, once this gradation of values and activities 
is established, it must be admitted that for Christian life to 
develop itself it must have recourse to external and sensible 
means; that the Church, being a society of men, cannot exist 
or develop if it does not enjoy liberty of action, and that its 
members have the right to find in civil society the possibility 
of living according to the dictates of their consciences. 
Consequently, it is quite natural that when the most ele- 
mentary religious and civil liberties are attacked, Catholic 
citizens do not resign themselves passively to renouncing 
those liberties. Notwithstanding, the revindication of these 
rights and liberties can be, according to the circumstances, 
more or less opportune, more or less energetic. 


Church Protects Peace 


You have more than once recalled to your Faithful that 
the Church protects peace and order, even at the cost of 
grave sacrifices, and that it condemns every unjust insur- 
rection or violence against constituted powers. On the other 
hand, among you it has also been said that, whenever these 
powers arise against justice and truth even to destroying the 
very foundations of authority, it is not to be seen how those 
citizens are to be condemned who united to defend them- 
selves and the nation, by licit and appropriate means, against 
those who make use of public power to bring it to ruin. 


General Principles 


If the practical solution depends on concrete circum- 
stances, We must, however, on Our part recall to you some 
general principles, always to be kept in mind, and they are: 

1. That these revindications have reason of means, or of 
relative end, not of ultimate and absolute end; 

2. That, in reason of means, they must be licit actions 
and not intrinsically evil; 

3. That, if they are to be means proportionate to the end, 
they must be used only in the measure in which they serve 
to obtain or render possible, in whole or in part, the end, and 
in such manner that they do not cause to the community 
greater damages than those they seek to repair; 
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4. That the use of such means and the exercise of civic 
and political rights in their fulness, embracing also problems 
of order purely material and technical, or any violent de- 
fense, does not enter in any manner in the task of the clergy 
or of Catholic Action as such, although to both appertains 
the preparation of Catholics to make just use of their rights, 
and to defend them with all legitimate means according as 
the common good requires; 

5. The clergy and Catholic Action, being, by their mis- 
sion of peace and love, consecrated to uniting all men in 
vinculo pacis (Ephesians iv. 3), must contribute to the pros- 
perity of the nation, especially encouraging the union of 
citizens and of the social classes and collaborating in all 
those social initiatives which are not opposed to dogma or to 
the laws of Christian morals. 

Furthermore, this very civil activity of the Mexican 
Catholics, carried out with such a noble and elevated spirit, 
will obtain results that are the more efficacious the more the 
Catholics themselves shall have that supernatural vision of 
life, that religious and moral education and that burning 
zeal for the spread of the Kingdom of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
which Catholic Action intends to give. 


Union of Consciences 


An the presence of a happy coalition of consciences which 
do not intend to renounce the liberty vindicated for them 
by Christ (Galatians iv. 31), what power or human force 
could yoke them to sin? What dangers, what persecutions, 
what trials could separate souls thus tempered by the charity 
of Christ? (Romans viii. 35.) 

This right formation of the perfect Christian and citizen, 
in which the supernatural ennobles all the talents and ac- 
tions and exalts them, contains also, as is natural, the fulfil- 
ment of civil and social duties. Facing the adversaries of 
the Church, St. Augustine proclaimed in praise of his faith: 
Give me such fathers of families, such children, such masters, 
such subjects, such husbands, such spouses, such men of 
government, such citizens, as those which Christian Doctrine 
forms, and if you cannot give them, confess that this Chris- 
tian Doctrine, if practiced, is the salvation of the State 
(Epistle cxxxviii. 2). 

Thus a Catholic will take care not to pass over his right 
to vote when the good of the Church or of the country re- 
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quires it. Thus there will be avoided the danger of seeing 
Catholics, in the exercise of their civil and political activities, 
organizing in particular groups, at times disputing among 
themselves or also contrary to the directions of the ecclesi- 
astical authorities. That would be increasing the confusion 
and scattering the forces, to the complete detriment both of 
the development of Catholic Action and of the very cause 
that they wish to defend. 

We have already mentioned activities which, although 
not conflicting with, are certainly outside the scope of Cath- 
olic Action, such as would be those of a political party or 
those which are purely economic and social. But there exist 
many other beneficent activities—such as the Leagues of 
Fathers of Families, for the defense of scholastic liberty and 
religious instruction, the union of citizens for the defense of 
the family and the sanctity of matrimony, and of public 
morality, which can be reorganized about the central nucleus 
of Catholic Action. In fact, it does not hold itself rigidly to 
fixed plans, but rather coordinates, as if about a radial center 
of light and heat, other initiatives and auxiliary institutions; 
which, enjoying always a just autonomy and a fitting liberty 
of action necessary for the accomplishment of their specific 
aims, feel the need of following the directions of its program. 


Different Methods 


That holds above all for your nation which is so exten- 
sive, where the variety of the needs and of local conditions 
may demand that, though on the basis of common prin- 
ciples, different methods of organization be used and dif- 
ferent but equally just practical solutions be reached for the 
one same problem. 

It will be for you, Venerable Brethren, placed by the 
Holy Spirit to rule the Church of God, to give the final prac- 
tical decision in these cases, to which the Faithful will give 
their obedience and fidelity according to your instructions. 
And this is extremely close to Our heart, because the right 
intention and obedience are always and everywhere the in- 
dispensable conditions to draw down the Divine blessings 
upon the pastoral ministry and upon Catholic Action and to 
determine that unity of address and that fusion of energies 
which are an indispensable presupposition for the fruitful- 
ness of the apostolate. With all Our spirit, therefore, We 
conjure the good Mexican Catholics to hold Obedience and 
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Discipline dear. ‘Obey your prelates, and be subject to 
them. For they watch as being to render an account of your 
souls.” And let this obedience be full of joy and a stimulus 
to greater energies: ‘““That they may do this with joy, and not 
with grief” (Hebrews xiii. 17). He who obeys unwillingly 
and only through force, venting his interior resentment in 
bitter criticism of his superiors and companions in work, of 
all that which is not according to his own way of viewing 
things, drives away the Divine benedictions, destroys the 
strength of discipline, and destroys where he ought to con- 
struct. 

Together with obedience and discipline, We are pleased 
to recall those other duties of universal charity which are 
suggested to us by St. Paul in that same chapter iv. of the 
Letter to the Ephesians, which We have already quoted and 
which ought to be the fundamental norm of all those who 
work in Catholic Action: “I, therefore, a prisoner in the 
Lord, beseech you that you walk worthy . . . with all hu- 
mility and mildness, with patience, supporting one another 
in charity, careful to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, one body and one Spirit” (Ephesians iv. 
1 to 4). 


Appeal to Unity 


. To Our dearest Mexican children, who are such a part of 
the cares and of the affectionate solicitudes of Our Pontifi- 
cate, We renew the appeal to unity, to charity, to peace, in 
the apostolic labor of Catholic Action, which must give 
back Christ to Mexico and restore there peace and also tem- 
poral prosperity. 

We deposit Our wishes and Our prayers at the feet of 
your heavenly Patronesses, invoked under the title of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, who, in her sanctuary, still excites the 
love and the veneration of every Mexican. 

Of her, who under this title is venerated and blessed also 
in this city where We, Ourselves, have erected a parish dedi- 
cated in her honor, We earnestly ask that she hear Our 
prayers and yours for the prosperous future of Mexico, for 
the Peace of Christ in the Reign of Christ. With these 
wishes and with these sentiments, We impart with all Our 
heart to you, to your priests, to the Mexican Catholic Ac- 
tion, to all the beloved children of Mexico, to the whole noble 
Mexican nation, a very special Apostolic Benediction. 
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May this, Our letter, be a pledge of spiritual resurrec- 
tion for your country, as We have wished to date it on the 
Feast of the Resurrection as a paternal auspice that, since 
you have been so vividly participating in the sufferings of 
Christ, so you may likewise be participants in His resurrec- 
tion. 

Given at St. Peter’s in Rome on the Feast of the Resur- 
rection, March 28, 1937, the fifteenth year of Our Pontifi- 
cate. Prius PP. XI. 


Archbishop Martinez’ 
Problems 


JAMES STACPOLE 


E newly designated Archbishop of Mexico, the Most 

Reverend Luis M. Martinez, was born in 1881 in the 
city of Molino del Caballo, district of Tlalpujahua. Soon 
after his ordination in the year 1904 he was made vice-Rector 
of the Seminary of Morelia, capital of Michoacan. He re- 
mained in that important post till 1920 when he was given 
the Apostolic Administration of the diocese of Chilapa. In 
1925 he became Archbishop of Mistia and Coadjutor-Bishop 
of Morelia with right of succession to the mitre of that 
huge important diocese. As the acting Archbishop of 
Morelia, the Most Reverend Dr. Ruiz y Flores, had become 
the Apostolic Delegate to Mexico in 1929 (he was later 
on sent into exile and is actually residing in San Antonio), 
Archbishop Martinez was for many years the immediate 
apostolic administrator of Michoacan. 

Of medium height, light build, clean-cut features and 
swarthy complexion, his face has a frank and intelligent ex- 
pression and sharp, vivacious eyes. He is not, as so many 
Mexican prelates, a student of the Latin-American College 
in Rome. He has spent all his life in Mexico and knows 
the country thoroughly. During his administration in 
Michoacan, the actual president of Mexico, Mr. Cardenas, 
was the Governor of that state. 

Archbishop Martinez has shown himself so far a very 
competent executive. He is an eloquent orator and his 
writings on ascetical and mystical topics show him to be not 
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only a good philosopher and a vigorous thinker but also a 
man of intense spiritual life. He was the founder in Micho- 
acan of the Catholic Parents’ Association. 

Mexico heard of Archbishop Martinez nomination with 
satisfaction. The new Archbishop is young, vigorous and 
open minded. Remote as he has been from all the difficul- 
ties and bitterness which followed the Modus Vivendi of 
1929, he comes before the nation with a perfectly clean slate. 
His natural spontaneous manner, free from all unnecessary 
formalisms, his friendliness and sense of humor are sure to 
win him many friends. But the task which confronts him is 
one of the heaviest and most terrifying that could fall to the 
lot of any man. 

Mexico is one of the most baffling countries in the 
world. Even Carlton Beals (who otherwise understood so 
little of Mexico) saw that. Mexico is an intricate maze. 
The reason is because Mexico, to use a psychiatric expres- 
sion, has not only a double but a multiple personality. 

First of all, there is the easy, obvious Mexico, the Mex- 
ico of the American tourist, of the gorgeous scenery, lovely 
old colonial churches, stately old Spanish houses, quaint 
Indian villages, delightful curios such as the beautiful lacquer 
work of Uruapan, the pottery of Tlaquepaque and the fas- 
cinating leather goods of Mexico City. 

Again, there is the Mexico of the educational show 
places in the capital where spoon-fed visitors are told how 
truly progressive and liberal a Government is which looks 
after the teeth of the children whilst it blasts their souls 
with the most radical forms of Communism. Unfortunately, 
quite a number of American tourists are satisfied if they 
are told that Mexican children are using a tooth-brush and 
are not interested with such trifles as Communistic cate- 
chisms. But the harm which is being done to Mexico by 
these schools is so great that it makes the bloody perse- 
cution of the Calles regime look like child’s play. 

There is, also the juridical Mexico whose brutal anti- 
human laws have not been revoked. It is still law in 
Mexico that if a private house is used for religious instruc- 
tion, that house becomes state property. The laws are still 
there which limit the number of priests to a perfectly ridic- 
ulous minimum. It is perfectly true that the Cardenas gov- 
ernment winks an eye at the infractions against the re- 
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ligious prohibition laws. It cannot be denied that in the 
larger cities many churches have been opened and that 
hundreds of unlicensed priests are saying Mass and preach- 
ing. It is also true that a number of Catholic colleges are 
being tolerated. But all this, at what price! The Govern- 
ment inspectors go round once a month and threaten to de- 
nounce everything if a little loan is not made to them. Of 
course they get their little friendly loan. 

About six weeks ago the author of this article happened 
to be sitting in the office of a big Catholic college, talking to 
the Director. Suddenly the phone rang and the Director 
was informed that the Government inspector was there. 
He went down to see him and on coming back he said 
casually, “It’s just a little loan of twenty-five pesos. The 
inspector got drunk last night and has run short of money. 
He blackmails me that way two or three times a month. 
And if I don’t give him money, he makes lots of trouble.” 
Naturally the same kind of racket is extensively used 
against priests who say Mass or hear confessions without 
license. One sees why the religious persecution does not 
cease. In other words, Catholic life is being kept up in 
Mexico on a system of gigantic blackmail and graft whose 
proportions surpass anything the normal person could ever 
imagine. Meanwhile, the abominable laws are still there, 
hanging like the sword of Damocles over the heads of the 
unfortunate victims. Just a nod of the head from the local 
satrap and all the hounds of bloody persecution can again 
be unleashed. 

Further, there is the Mexico of agrarian socialism, of 
large haciendas distributed recklessly to Indians who can- 
not and do not want to run them. These Indians, of course, 
are not given any property rights. Their holdings depend 
on their political behavior. In their case, property is not a 
way to liberty but to slavery. The Indians know this so 
well that quite often they have only accepted the land hold- 
ings at the point of the gun. 

The following example will illustrate what is taking place 
in Mexico. The Dutch bought the Island of Manhattan 
from the Indians for the sum of $25. Let us imagine that 
Earl Browder and his party having come into power should 
indulge in the following form of reasoning. “The sale of 
Manhattan Island by the Indians to the Dutch was a swindle. 
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The real owners, therefore, of the Island are still the red- 
skins. Let’s expropriate the actual possessors and give back 
the land to its original owners.” Imagine further that Earl 
Browder did actually manage to expropriate all the actual 
land holders of Manhattan and to put the Indians in their 
place. Can anyone visualize the paradise which would en- 
sue? Now that is exactly what has happened in Mexico 
with the haciendas. There was plenty of government land 
for the Indians. But the government did not dream of 
giving the Indians that land. They took the well cultivated 
haciendas of Mexico and distributed them amongst men who 
do not know how to run large haciendas and who further 
do not want to run them: First of all because they have 
no ambition and secondly because experience has taught 
them that they do not get that way as much security as 
when they go halves with the owners. The result is that 
agriculture in Mexico is absolutely ruined. The Indians 
cultivate small patches of ground and let the rest of the 
land lie fallow. 

All this, naturally, presupposes a huge deficit in the 
Mexican treasury. Other years that deficit was balanced 
by the silver and petroleum surplus. How long that can be 
kept up nobody knows. But one thing is certain, that the 
deficit this year is going to be tremendous. The rent col- 
lector of a large town in Jalisco told the author only a few 
weeks ago that in his district, which used to collect some 
$400,000 per quarter, he had collected during the last three 
months the sum of $60. He had not been able to collect his 
own pay, not to speak of the pay of his subordinates. 

Not less interesting than the above is the Mexico of 
graft and political corruption. A visit to Cuernavaca, where 
the satraps of the Mexican revolution have their homes, is 
ample proof of their disinterestedness. Calles, Saenz, Léon, 
etc.—they all have their gorgeous million-peso palaces there. 
Nor is the Cardenas government very backward in this re- 
spect. It is notorious that Damasco Cardenas, the brother 
of the President, has become one of the richest men in Mex- 
ico. It is well known that the Communist leader Lombardo 
Toledano, who organizes strikes for labor reform, is willing 
to settle those same strikes for a little personal loan of 
$50,000. It is public property in Mexico that road build- 
ing, which is always done by politicians, has become so ex- 











230 ARCHBISHOP MARTINEZ’ PROBLEMS 








pensive that there are sections of roads which could not have 
cost more if they had been made out of silver, and still they 
are not yet finished. Such for example, the Guadalajara 
Chapala road. And it is a perfect shame that, whereas the 
budget voted for public health is enormous, the health of 
the Indians in the valley of Mexico should still be so poor. 
Malaria, consumption and syphilis are written widely across 
their faces whilst the politicians’ paunch and pocket-books 
grow bigger and bigger. And so behind the smoke-screen of 
social reform and democratic concern for the public weal, 
Mexican graft grows and grows like a portentous octopus 
strangling all the national resources. Mexican graft is one 
of the seven marvels of the world. 

Finally, there is the Mexico of strong Catholic faith. A 
visit to Guadalupe, where men pray as nowhere else in the 
world, not even in Lourdes, will convince anyone of that. 
There is the Mexico of strong loyalties and vigorous Cath- 
olic Action; of poor teachers who prefer to starve rather 
than serve a Communistic school; of brilliant Catholic stu- 
dents expelled from the university for their revolt against 
Communism; of countless young business men and women 
who give up all their spare time to catechizing the children 
when these are in peril of Communistic corruption; of brave 
business-men who expose their fortune in order to help the 
cause of religion; of heroic citizens who, like those of Vera- 
cruz, take their churches by storm and stand up to the guns 
of the police; of heroic priests and nuns who, in constant 
danger of prison fine and even of their lives, go on evange- 
lizing the plains and sierras of Anahuac. 

Such is the Mexico whose Catholic destinies Archbishop 
Martinez is now called upon to direct. It is not so rosy as 
Mr. Daniels is always telling us. It is a country of down- 
trodden citizens ruled by a band of murderous and voracious 
grafters who are still being supported by Washington. It 
is a country whose staunch Catholic Faith is being seriously 
undermined by Communism. But it is also a country of 
tremendous passive resistance to all anarchial forces. It 
will be the duty of Archbishop Martinez to quicken these 
forces till they can completely regenerate the atrocious so- 
cial and economic chaos which is festering in that unhappy 
land. May God help him! 








mem Me eh OD eS 3D 


yw Ue Nw 





Mexico’s New U. S. Seminary 


E Bishops and the Faithful in the United States are 
at the present moment rendering a service to the Catholic 
Church in Mexico in the establishment of an institution to 
be known by the title Montezuma, a seminary for the educa- 
tion of native Mexican priests. The Most Rev. John Mark 
Gannon, Bishop of Erie, announced on March 15 last that 
an extensive property located near Las Vegas, New Mexico, 
had been acquired, where there will be conducted a seminary 
for the training of Mexican aspirants to the priesthood. 
Negotiations looking to the acquisition of Montezuma have 
been going on for months. It is only recently, however, that 
the committee of Bishops has been able to announce that the 
property has definitely been acquired. 

The high importance of this great undertaking for the 
future of the Church in Mexico springs from the fact that 
the maintenance and operation of seminaries is forbidden by 
law in the country just south of the Rio Grande. While some 
education for the priesthood has been carried on and still is 
being carried on there, it is accomplished only under the 
gravest inconveniences, with frequent and discouraging inter- 
ruptions occasioned by the descent of the military and the 
police when the secret places of instruction are discovered. 
The Montezuma property consists of a number of substan- 
tially-constructed buildings, situated on more than a thou- 
sand acres of land. A particular feature of the site is the 
healthfulness of its climate. The main structure is a large 
four-story building of stone construction. With suitable 
renovations, this building can furnish living quarters and 
classroom facilities for 500 seminary students. There also 
will be ample room for a chapel, a dining hall, and other 
appurtenances. Considerable space also is available in an- 
other large structure which is separate from the main build- 
ing but not far distant. There is a large powerhouse from 
which heat and electrical energy are provided to all units on 
the property. In addition, there are a number of out- 
buildings. 

With Bishop Gannon’s announcement is realized an ob- 
jective in which His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, has manifested 
a keen and lively interest and to which he is personally 
making a substantial contribution. The project was under- 
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taken by the Bishops of the United States at the request of 
the Bishops of Mexico, where not one of the thirty-three 
dioceses is permitted to have a seminary in which to train 
priests for the future service of the Mexican people. All 
of Mexico’s seminaries have been closed and the buildings 
and properties they occupied, owned by the dioceses, have 
been confiscated by the national government. The law in 
Mexico prohibits the establishment of seminaries, and prop- 
erty-owners dare not rent their buildings for ‘such use lest 
they too lose their property through nationalization. 

Ecclesiastical students in Mexico have manifested great 
fortitude in the face of persecution. Wherever possible, 
little groups of seven or eight or nine of them have studied 
together in some domicile with such assistance as they could 
get from the Catholics of the particular locality. Yet, de- 
spite the smallness of the numbers, both teachers and stu- 
dents have been frequently denounced to the authorities, 
persecuted, fined, and dispersed. However, when the au- 
thorities surprise and disperse one of these groups, they dis- 
band only to meet again somewhere else at the first oppor- 
tunity. In response to this appeal from the Mexican 
Bishops, the Committee of Bishops on the Mexican Semi- 
nary was appointed by the General Meeting of the Bishops 
of the United States in November, 1935. In addition to 
Bishop Gannon, the members of the Committee are: 

The Most Rev. Arthur Jerome Drossaerts, Archbishop 
of San Antonio, vice-chairman; the Most Rev. Francis C. 
Kelley, Bishop of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, secretary- 
treasurer; the Most Rev. Rudolph A. Gerken, Archbishop of 
Santa Fe; the Most Rev. James A. Griffin, Bishop of Spring- 
field in Illinois; and the Most Rev. Peter L. Ireton, Co- 
adjutor Bishop of Richmond. 

The Committee addressed to all the Bishops of the 
United States a letter asking if they approved the petition 
sent by the Mexican Hierarchy for a proposed seminary in 
the United States; whether they would authorize the 
Bishops’ Committee to proceed with the establishment of the 
seminary, and whether they would promise a diocesan col- 
lection for this purpose. Almost instantly more than four- 
score of Archbishops and Bishops replied in the affirmative 
to all three questions. (Reprinted from Catholic Action, 
April, 1937.) 





